Chapter 8

SCIENCE  AND  THE  PUBLIC

THE NEWSPAPERS;   HERO-WORSHIP OF SOVIET SCIENTISTS;

POPULAR SCIENTIFIC LITERATURE; SCIENTIFIC FILMS ; POPULAR

LECTURES ON SCIENCE;   SCIENCE USED AS PROPAGANDA;

SOVIET INVENTIONS

4 SOVIET RULE ', wrote Edouard Herriot, ' has bestowed on
science all the authority of which it deprived religion.' x
In this penetrating remark Herriot sums up accurately the
place of science in modern Russia. Because this cult of
science lies at the foundation of Soviet rule, it is a task of
Soviet rulers 'to keep science constantly before the people.
In Russia the popular scientist is not regarded as a decayed
poor relation of the scientific worker. His craft is an
essential activity in the Socialist state. He writes not to
amuse the people but to bring them enlightenment/
Accordingly the technique of presenting science to the
public is in Russia a very serious matter, which engages the
attention of the Academy and the interest of the Govern-
ment. Most people in Russia are not very well educated,
and it is therefore very instructive to study how the Govern-
ment makes them and keeps them l science conscious '.

It can be said without fear of contradiction that nowhere
else in the world, not even in America, is there such a wide-
spread interest in science among the common people as
there is in Russia. Science is kept before the people
through newspapers, books, lectures, films, exhibitions in
parks and museums, and through frequent public festivals
in honour of scientists and their discoveries. There is even
an annual 6 olympiad' of physics for Moscow school-
children, in which they solve problems in a competition on
the lines of a * knock-out' tennis tournament; and then

1 Eastward from Paris, 1934, p. 215.
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